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Intro. to Literature Realistic Fiction Historical Fiction Science Fiction
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Poetry Intro. To Nonfiction Nonfiction/Informational
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4th Grade Reading Literature Standard Lessons
4.RL.1
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

2, 3, 4

4.RL.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the 
text; summarize the text.

5, 6, 7, 8, 9

4.RL.3
Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's 
thoughts, words, or actions).

8, 9, 10

4.RL.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including those that allude to significant characters found 
in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

11, 12, 13, 25

4.RL.5
Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, 
and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, 
meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, 
dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

15, 16

4.RL.6
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different 
stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and 
third-person narrations.

18, 19

4.RL.7
Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a 
visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each 
version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.

20, 21

4.RL.8 (not applicable to literature)

4.RL.9
Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics 
(e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 
cultures.

24, 25

4.RL.10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 24, 25
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5th Grade Reading Literature Standard Lessons
5.RL.1
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

2, 3, 4

5.RL.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the 
text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text.

5, 6, 7, 8, 9

5.RL.3
Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact).

8, 9, 10

5.RL.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes.

11, 12, 13

5.RL.5
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to 
provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem.

10, 15, 16, 17

5.RL.6
Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences 
how events are described.

18, 19

5.RL.7
Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, 
multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).

14, 20, 21, 25

5.RL.8 (not applicable to literature)

5.RL.9
Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries 
and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and 
topics.

22

5.RL.10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the 
grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

11, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 113, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21, 22, 24
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6th Grade Reading Literature Standard Lessons
6.RL.1
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

2, 3, 4

6.RL.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the 
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

5, 6, 7, 8, 9

6.RL.3
Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series 
of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as 
the plot moves toward a resolution.

8, 9, 10 

6.RL.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

11, 12, 13, 14

6.RL.5
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits 
into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, or plot.

5, 6, 10, 15, 16, 17

6.RL.6
Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator 
or speaker in a text.

18, 19

6.RL.7
Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, 
or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version 
of the text, including contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when 
reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

14, 20, 21

6.RL.8 (not applicable to literature)

6.RL.9
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., 
stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of 
their approaches to similar themes and topics.

22, 23

6.RL.10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 113, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 

19, 20, 21, 22, 23 
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Lesson 3: Inferences Day 1
Standards • 4.RL.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
• 5.RL.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
• 6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Learning 
Target

• I can quote accurately from the text, when explaining inferences I 
have drawn from my reading. 

Materials • Reader’s notebooks
• Copy of interactive notebook page for each student
• Scissors
• Glue
• Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Activate
Prior 
Knowledge

1. Ask students what they know about the word inferences and what it 

means to infer.

Learning 
Period

1. Give students a brief introduction to what inferences are: “While you 

are reading, you will make inferences. Inferences are when you use 

what you already know (your schema) and clues and evidence from 

the book to make a conclusion or judgment.” 

2. Explain to them that today we are going to practice this skill using 

pictures. 

3. Give each student the interactive notebook page and have them 

cut and glue them into their notebooks. 

4. On the front of the flap, next to the picture, have them write their 

inferences, or come up with the inferences as class. 

5. On the inside of the flap, have students provide evidence for their 

inferences and then model how to cite their evidence. 

6. Repeat this process for all three pictures.

Closing 1. Have students share any inferences they made during their reading. 
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While you are reading, you will make inferences. Inferences are 
when you use what you already know (your schema) and clues and 
evidence from the book to make a conclusion or judgment. 

I can quote accurately from the text, when explaining inferences I 
have drawn from my reading. 

Objective

Meaning 
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While you are reading, you will make inferences. Inferences are 
when you use what you already know (your schema) and clues and 
evidence from the book to make a conclusion or judgment. 

I can quote accurately from the text, when explaining inferences I 
have drawn from my reading. 

Objective

Meaning 
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Interactive notebook Example 
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Interactive notebook Example 
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Digital interactive notebook example
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Digital interactive notebook example



Lesson 8: Character Traits Day 1

Standards • 4.RL.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's 
thoughts, words, or actions).

• 5.RL.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in 
the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text.

• 5.RL.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact).

• 6.RL.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change 
as the plot moves toward a resolution.

Learning 
Target

• I can describe a character and analyze how they respond to 
challenges to make conclusions about their character traits. 

Materials • A book you have read or a picture you book you could read for this 
lesson. 

• Chart paper and chart markers
• Reader’s notebooks
• Interactive notebook page for each student
• Scissors
• Glue
• Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Activate
Prior 
Knowledge

1. Ask students what they know about the word character.

Learning 
Period

1. Explain to students that we are going to have an introduction to 

character traits.

2. Have students cut and glue their interactive note book page into their 

reader’s notebooks. Make sure they only put glue on the side flaps as 

we are literally going to cut down the middle of the paper in a second. 

3. Select a character from the book of your choosing. I used Stanley from 

the book, Holes, because we were all familiar with this character. A 

picture book will work great here too! (Mr. Peabody’s Apples is perfect 

for this).  

4. Have students do a quick sketch of the character. Artistry doesn’t 

matter here, as long as they know who they are drawing.

5. As a class, describe the character’s physical traits on the outside, 

making sure to emphasize that these are the character’s physical traits. 
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Learning 
Period

6. Then… tell students to grab their scissors and literally cut their 

character down the middle. Now we are going to describe the 

character and what he/she is like on the inside, emphasizing that 

these are their characters traits. 

7. Have students discuss what made them determine the character traits 

(evidence) because tomorrow we will be looking for explicit evidence 

from the text. 

Closing 1. Tell students to be on the lookout for character traits during their 

reading today and have them share their findings. 
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Objective

Meaning While you are reading, characters will interact with each other and they 
will respond to challenges. Their interactions with each other and their 
responses to challenges can show us what kind of people they are on 
the inside (character traits). This in turn, can reveal the themes and 
lessons of the book. 

I can describe a character and analyze how they respond to 
challenges to make conclusions about their character traits.   
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Interactive notebook Example 
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Interactive notebook Example 
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Digital interactive notebook example
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Digital interactive notebook example
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HUGE BUNDLES OF 
GRADE LEVEL READING UNITS

NOVELS FROM A VARIETY OF GENRES



https://the-hungry-teacher.ck.page/13e75b23aa

the hungry teacher newsletter 
Be the first to know about new resources, new blog posts, 

and get exclusive freebies like this sent straight to your inbox

https://the-hungry-teacher.ck.page/13e75b23aa


Terms of use

• You MAY NOT claim any 
part of this document as 
your own. 

• You MAY NOT share or sell 
anything based on this 
document.

• You MAY NOT post any part 
of this document online or 
on a shared server.

• For editable resources, 
you MAY NOT edit them to 
be redistributed in any way, 
claimed as your own in any 
way, or altered and shared 
as if it were my original 
work. 

you may not

each page of this document is copyrighted 

• This product is designed for 
personal use in one classroom 
(one teacher) only. For use in 
multiple classrooms, please 
purchase additional licenses. 

• FREEBIES: If you choose to 
share one of my freebies on 
your website or on social 
media, please share a link for 
people to download the item 
from me at the original source. 

• BLOGGERS: Feel free to blog 
about using my products in 
your classroom, or use the 
cover page to a resource AS 
LONG AS you credit me and 
provide a link to the item at the 
original source. 

you may

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT IN PROTECTING MY WORK

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------

martinagcahill@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
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